Carpineta
Fontalpino

Tuscany
Owners Gioia and Filippo Crestl Winemaker

Gioia Cresti Annual case production 5830

"ﬂ"w ioia Crestl 15 building a successful career 45 a con-
* sulting agronomist, but still finds time to make wine
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cﬁJ on her family’s 21 7-acre estave, locared just curside

""'.-‘_'.‘; -

the Chiand Classico zone near Castelnuova Be-
I'i'l!'(ll.'t"l‘_fil. abour 10 miles east of Siena.
Carpineta Fontalpine has been in Cresti’s family since the 1960,

Giinla, 39, took over the estare with her brother, Filippo, 45, in 1990
and immiediately ser abour replanting 44 acres of vineyards. She is cur-
rently producing some of the most exciting wines in Tuscany, includ-
e Dofana, o Smgiovese-Petit Verdot blend that camed a classic,
l?::‘n-;wm TabingE 1n anly its second vIinbceee,

“We anmed at the haphiest quality possible nght from che seart,” Crest
\.“I.'ﬁ-l “:I'!l.“ W I'Iill.E T walt tor rl'lf VONLITUE A es Boy Muature [oe s rh.'l.: |I;,".'|]
results: These are comng new, and the qualicy is where D want i

Cresti started experimenting with new Sangiovese and Petit
Verdor clones in 2000, The vines prxduce loosely packed bimches
with relatively few grapes per cluster, instead of the rypical right
bunches where each grape hugs 13 neighbor.

“There's less potential for disease and rot” Cresti explains “as
well s making for more even ripening: They may look a bic odd,”
she adds with a smile, "bae Pve foond chae che uplier the bunch;
the betrer the wine it produces!”

The estare’s winery is asimple but funcrional barnlike soructure,
which Cresei removared in 1992, In one room there s an assort-
ment of stainless steel and cement vars, Crest believes in the use
I'|'. Cement, '.|||I.| h{'ﬂl!“ll\?ﬂ‘['\' T iEans |'|1:r Vars, 'ﬁl ‘L'I:H“!L' TOOIm
contains French cak barrels of various sizes, for aging the wines, In
2006, the winery debared o Chianti Classico made from 12 acres
l.I[ VINCYA r'\.l"- {_trﬂ'ﬁTl rents :I}-.‘.Lrl“.‘. {NLHH' 1.1l- !Ill.' WINCs Are Current |".'
available in the LS. as the winery seeks a new importer.)

Cresrd is also busy wirh her work as a consuldng agronomast. She
collaborares with Carlo Ferrini, one of Tuscany’s best-known con-
sulting enolomsts, ar well-known estates such as Casanova di Nen,
Perrolo-and Serte Ponti, while also consulting for a half-dozen es-
tares on her own.,

“The difference berween working for others and for myself,” says
Cresti, "is that here | can do what |Hike and experiment with what
| like. It's fun®” —].C
Chienti Clasates Fonlalpino 2006 SO/SNA; 1665 cases made
Toscana Do ut Des 2008 92/$NA; 1,665 case made
Toscana Dofana 2006 96/8MA; 500 cases made
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are helpmg a deep-rooted
industry move forward

E-mail: cmk@cmkconsulting.it , Web:

http:/ /www.cmkconsulting.it



