


FATTORIA LA MASSA
the land

o slopes bordered by natural trees and shrubs.
2002 saw the start of a research project on the “terroir”, a project which sets the estate apart. This study has allowed
the creation of a map of the soils describing the morphology of the land and with the installation of four weather huts
it is possible, each year, to interpret the climatic conditions and how they effect the most appropriate time to carry out
the harvest.
The terrain at La Massa is characterised by 4 different geological formations:

Undifferentiated complexes: consisting prevalently of clayey schist and calcareous green or gray marl with regular
insertions of fine, quartzose-calcareous sandstone and siliceous limestone.

Chaotic complex: entirely disorderly masses consisting of blocks of layered gray and greenish, marly limestone
enclosed in a clayey matrix.

Marl of San Polo (Oligocene): these are yellowish and gray with a scaly texture.

Sandstone (Oligocene): this is sandstone of quartzose origin with calcite or calcspar and phyllosilicate,
alternating with clayey schist.

In the last few years a complete re-structuring of the vineyards has been carried out.

The 25 south-west and south-east facing hectares of vines are planted with the Sangiovese, Merlot and Cabernet
Sauvignon varieties. The pruning system used is the spurred cordon with a yield of around 800/900 grams per plant
and a density of 6250 rootstocks per hectare.

“Over the past fifteen years walking through my vineyards, has been a continuing, educational journey, understanding
the climatic reactions and conditions of every part of the soil. Through this learning and understanding we are able to
accurately interpret our “terroir” here at La Massa. To express the ‘terroir’ better the need to act with humility is
important, and also to possess a strong conviction and awareness of not influencing or changing the earth that
surrounds us too much. Every year we must remind ourselves that we are ‘producers of fruit’ and without great grapes
there would never be great wines””

Giampaolo Motta



























